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1. Name
historic Texas Centennial Exposition Buildings (1936-37)
and-or common Fair Park (Site of Texas State Fairs 1886-date)
e - DU ew—
2. Location
street & number northeast of Parry Avenue - 2nd Avenue intersection — ot for publication
city, town Dallas —— vicinity of
state Texas code county Dallas code
3. Classification
S e e S—
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—X district X_ public —— occupled & m X__ museum
— building(s) m —— unoccupied X__ park
—— Structure —X_ ®ork in progress _x_ m —— private residence
— site nuu Acquisition Accessidle — entertainment — religious
— object —— in process —— y08: restricted —— government — Scientific
— being considered —X- 9e8: unrestricted —— Industrisl — transportation
—no My other:
4. Owner of Property 2
neme City of Dallas
street & number 1500 Marilla
Dallas m state Texas 75202
S
s. Locatlon of Legal Description e
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dallas County Clerk
street & number 500 Main
10N Dallas state Texas 75202
esasupes e e S
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title None Nas this property been determined oligible? __yes ___no
depository for survey records LN e k
city. town , 420 OIS .5




7. Description

Condition Checit one Checit one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X good ruins X altered moved date
(air unexposed

Describe the present and original (il linown) physical appearance
SUMMARY

Fair Park houses some 30 structures that date from t he Texas Centennial Exposition of

1936 and i t scontinuation, the Greater Texas Pan Anerican Exposition of the following
year. The site has been used for theState Fair since 1886; several of the buildings
were built forthefair and altered to correspond with the Centennial architecture.

The site i sstill used as thesite for theFair, and sone of thebuildings have since
been altered t oacconmodate this use. A fewstructures have burned or been denolished.

A fewnew ones have been erected. The Park, overall however, strikingly reflectsthe
Exposition era. This extends tothelandscape plan of the Exposition, which i salso
generally intact.

Buil dings and features relating tothe character of the district (nunbered and lettered
according totheacconpanying map) are described bel ow

THE ESFLANACE - STATE

This area of the Park contains the Esplanade of State and adjacent buildingsas |isted.
In area, this isthelargest portion of the Park and was the primary focus of the
Exposition.

Parry Avenue Entrance Gates and Pylon (1)(1936)

The Parry Avenue entrance features carved reliefs and six gold-leafed metal medallions.
A central 85 -high pylon designed by George Dahl i stopped with a gold star represen-
ting thelone Star of Texas. At thebase i sa sculpture frieze of a buffalo hunt and
a pioneer wagon train designed by Texas artist James Buchanan Wnn, Jr. The monunent al
scale of the pylon frames the entrance t o the Esplanade, an Inposing and beautiful
vista. Lower gates stand to either side of thepylon. This entrance replaced an
entry gate and building designed by James Flanders about 1900.

The Espl anade of State (A-C (1936)

The Deco-style Esplanade of State, thenmnmost formal axis within thePark, provides a

direct connection between theParry Avenue entrance and t he State of Texas Buil ding.

This axis i s on a southwest-northeast direction. The axis i s conprised of three

areas: theQ@and Plaza (A) (the entrance), theEsplanade proper (B), and t he Court of

Honor (C), theplaza i nfront of the State of Texas Building. The Esplanade of State

leads from themin entrance tothe State of Texas Building; itscenterpiece i s the
reflecting pool, 100" by 700" |ong.

At the southwestern end of the pool's fountainare decorative pylons designed by Pierre
Bourdelle. n each side of thepool are two 100'-by-175" courtyards dedicated to the
regions of Texas. Featured i nthe courtyards are statues which synmbolize the six
governments that have ruled over Texas—Spain, France, Mexico, theRepublic of Texas,
the Confederacy, and theUnited States.



